160   JOURNEY FROM ACRE TO NAZARETH.
thing was extremely clean, and the provisions
excellent, particularly fine white bread, equal
to any in Europe, and a wine of Mount Libanus,
not inferior to the best wines of France**
The six friars stationary here were all Spani-
ards, and chiefly from Majorca, Minorca, and
Valencia. They did not appear to me to be
either learned or well-informed; but they were,
which is of more worth, frank, amiable, and
obliging. Our reception among them was unaf-
fectedly kind j and our stay was rendered agree-
able by their bounty.
The church is built over a grotto, held sacred
from a belief of its being the scene of the
angePs announcing to Mary her favour with
God, and her conception and bearing of the
Saviour. On entering it, we passed over a
white marble pavement, ornamented in the
centre with a device in Mosaic; and descended
by a flight of marble steps into a grotto beneath
the body of the church. In the first compart-
ment of this subterraneous sanctuary, we were
told, had stood the mass which constitutes the
famous chapel of Loretto, in Italy; and the
friars assured us, with all possible solemnity,
* It seems to have been peculiar to the Nazarites to suffer
their hair to grow long, and to abstain from the use of wine,
on making a sacred vow. (Josephus, Ant. Jud, b. iv. c, 4. s. 4.)
And the story of Dalilah and Samson, who was a Nazarite, is
familiar to all.